Ancient Hebrew Torah

Y QY &Y s sy mas Y50
20 /00sY 0@ sl QYYE +5 w
s Y /Y YRPaY 5 Weofpd ol &
Y0 s ¥ )Y VRS P )Y W/ i/ YAP WY P
10 @ PR s s¥s ) ma WYY QmadYasY 6 DA

[ Amas n e Sea 0 S e st Wa Y mas s jaaa
a0 D0 @3 1PAEY +4H maa R /Y Foa Y
b s @ PR tataawa Qoo AL IS s

By ) eﬂ A. Benner






Ancient Hebrew Torah



Ancient Hebrew Torah

v



Ancient Hebrew Torah

Ancient Hebrew Torah

L S0 S0 S0 Ve LA LA P LA P P P

By Jeff A. Benner



Ancient Hebrew Torah

Cover design by Jeff A. Benner.

“Ancient Hebrew Torah,” by Jeff A. Benner.

Published 2009 by Virtualbookworm.com Publishing Inc., P.O.
Box 9949, College Station, TX 77845, US. ©2007, Jeff A.
Benner. All rights reserved. Any part of this book may be
copied for educational purposes only, without prior

permission.

Manufactured in the United States of America.

Vi



Ancient Hebrew Torah

Table of Contents

ABOUT THE ANCIENT HEBREW TORAH..........cvnrrvenessensssennsssenssssens 1
B R LZCY, O s TSRO 7
T AMCGAD st 94
QP2 s sssss st sssasesssaseseen 166
QG N LY Us OO 215
TN Us o OO 286

vii



Ancient Hebrew Torah

viii



Ancient Hebrew Torah

About the Ancient Hebrew Torah

The Waw and Yud

Until 1947, the oldest manuscript of the Hebrew Bible
was the Codex Leningrad which is dated to around 1,000
A.D. With the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947
we now have manuscripts that are 1000 years older than
the Codex Leningrad. While the Hebrew texts from the
Dead Sea Scrolls (2000 years old) and the Hebrew text
from the Codex Leningrad (1000 years old) are very
similar, there are differences. One of the largest
differences is the vowels used for the text. Throughout
the Codex Leningrad vowel sounds are represented by
dots and dashes placed above and below the letters. For
instance, the Hebrew word for ‘no’, as it appears in the
codex, is NJ (lo). The dot above the letter aleph is called a
hholam and represents the vowel sound ‘o0.” These dots
and dashes (called nikkudot, nikkud in the singular) were
created by the Masorites during the time the codex
Leningrad was written. The Dead Sea Scrolls, written
long before the Masorites, used the letter ) (waw, vav in
Modern Hebrew) for the consonant ‘w,” but also the
vowel sound ‘0.” Throughout the Dead Sea Scrolls this
word appears as N)J. In the Masoretic text the name
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David is written as T)7T (dawid). The dot, called the hhireg,
below the ) represents the ‘i’ sound. However, in the
Dead Sea Scrolls the name David is written as 7>)T where

the letter > (yud) is used for the ‘i’ sound.

From the vast amount of manuscripts unearthed in the
Dead Sea Caves it has been discovered that the letters
waw and yud (and to a lesser extent the letters hey and
aleph) were widely used as vowels. When and why these
letters were removed from the text and replaced with the
nikkudot appears to be a mystery. In the Ancient Hebrew
Torah all of the hholam and hhireq nikkudot have been
replaced with the letter waw and yud respectively in
order to attempt to restore the text to its pre-Masoretic
state. The reinsertions of these vowels will also aid in the

pronunciation of the text.

The Shin, Sin and Samehh

In the Modern Hebrew alphabet the letter shin (V)
represents two different sounds, a “sh” and an “s.” To
differentiate between these two sounds, a dot is placed
above the shin in different locations. For the “sh” sound,
the dot is placed on the right (V) and is called a shin and
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for the “s” sound it is placed on the left (V) and called a

sin.

In most cases, words spelled with the sin (V) are more
closely related in meaning with words spelled with the
samehh (D). In addition, Hebrew words in the Masoretic
text spelled with the sin (V) in some places are also
written with a samehh in other places. For these reasons,
Hebrew words that are spelled with a sin (VW) in the
Masoretic text will be written with a samehh (¥) in the
Ancient Hebrew Torah. As an example, in the Masoretic
text you will find the name DN (yisra’el/Israel), but in
the Ancient Hebrew Torah it will be written as /&QF>.
While it may seem strange to see this name written with
the letter samehh, it should be noted that this name is
written with a samehh in the Aramaic language, a sister

language to Hebrew.

The Pictographic Script

Because the original manuscripts of the Bible are long
gone there is no way to know which Hebrew script was
used. We can make an educated guess that most of them
were written with the middle Hebrew script (also called
Paleo-Hebrew) while the older books may have been
written in the early (or pictographic) Hebrew script. The
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Ancient Hebrew Torah employs the early Hebrew script for
the sole reason that this script is the foundation to all
later scripts. In addition, each pictographic letter
represents an object of action and provides the concrete

foundation to the words of the text.

Book Names

The Ancient Hebrew Torah uses the Hebrew names for
each of the books. +>J«o’Qu (bereshiyt) is Genesis;
+Ymrco  (shemot) is Exodus; &XQP>iY  (wayigra) is
Leviticus; QUUsuma0  (bemidbar) is Numbers and

s QWD (devariym) is Deuteronomy.

Chapter and Verse Numbers

The original texts did not include a numbering system for
the chapters (PQY— parag) or verses; these were added
later for ease of finding a particular passage within the
text. The Ancient Hebrew Torah includes the traditional

Hebrew Bible numbering system for the same reason.
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The Ancient Hebrew Alphabet

Early Modern Name Picture Meaning
Strong, Power,
g N Aleph Ox head Londer
(U] ml Beyt flozirp;{an Family, House, In
v b) Gimal Foot Gather, Walk
Move, Hang,
v T Dalet Door Entrance
Man with Look, Reveal,
LE, n Hey arms raised Breath
Add, Secure,
Y ) Vav Tent peg Hook
. Food, Cut,
% T Zayin Mattock Notrish
Outside, Divide,
a N Chet Tent wall Lalf
Surround,
@ v Tet Basket Contain, Mud
Arm and Work, Throw
: ' , / 7
Yud closed hand Worship
| Bend, Open,
w D Kaph  Open palm Allow, Tame
Shepherd Teach, Yoke, To,
4 7 lamed Staff Bind
M A Mem Water Chaos, Mighty,
Blood
) Nun Seed Continue, Heir,
\ Son
EF \v) Samech Thorn Grab, Hate,
Protect
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(O Y, Ayin Eye Wat;i,a I;gow’
|\, 9 Pey Mouth Blovx}g(fgstter,
% twe Ve o
? ‘7 Quph Slflrgrczgoile Conde;nis;i,eﬁrcle,
Q 3w Fedds e
o v Shin Tvx;gef:}(l)nt Sharp, %t,eoSS’ Eat,
N
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